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tion of Cyprus and Egypt following the Russo-Turkish war
of 1877-78; whatever may have remained of the old friend-
ship was relegated to the background by the resentment felt
in Turkey against Great Britain for sequestering, on the eve
of the war, two warships built for Turkey in English navy
yards. These ships would have given Turkey naval equality
with Greece and superiority over Russia's Black Sea fleet.
Turkey's ostensible neutrality was badly compromised
on August 10, 1914, when two German warships, the
Goeben and the Rreslau, passed through the Dardanelles in
violation of the Straits Convention of July 13, 1841, re-
affirmed by the treaties of 1856 and 1871, and anchored in
the port of Constantinople. Apart from the fact that pas-
sage through the Straits was in itself a breach of a treaty,
these ships should have been requested, under international
law, to leave within twenty-four hours; if the request were
not complied with, Turkey, as a neutral state, should have
interned the ships with their crews for the duration of the
war.1 The German warships, however, remained in Con-
stantinople and when the Allies protested, Turkey pur-
1 Turkey was a signatory to the XIII Hague Convention of 1907 con-
cerning the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers in Naval War. Art. 12
of this Convention provides: "In the absence of special provisions to
the contrary in the legislation of a neutral Power, belligerent warships
are not permitted to remain in the ports, roadsteads, or territorial waters
of the said Power for more than twenty-four hours, except in the cases
covered in this Convention" (i.e., damage or stress of weather). Art. 24
provides: "If, notwithstanding the notification of the neutral Power, a
belligerent ship of war does not leave a port where it is not entitled to
remain, the neutral Power is entitled to take such measures as it con-
siders necessary to render the ship incapable of taking the sea during
the war. . . . When a belligerent ship is detained by a neutral Power,
the officers and crew are likewise detained. . . ." Text in 36 U. S.
Statutes at Large, p. 2415; Malloy, Treaties between the United States
and Other Powers, Vol. 2, p. 2352; British and Foreign State Papers,
Vol. 100, p. 448.